


If the month of August during the second year in
Garabandal was marked with a special Eucharistic

sign by repeated Mystical Communions, the following
month of September will pass into history as the
month of the great prophecy.  What was foretold for
the future of Garabandal in that month would for-
evermore be the principal expectation of those who
believe that the events were supernatural.

The month began brilliantly.  September 1st was
a Saturday, the day dedicated to Mary.

After the rosary in the evening, at nine o'clock
(we are extracting this from Father Valentín's jour-
nal) Conchita fell into ecstasy at the doors of the
church.  Two minutes later Loli and Jacinta went
into a trance; and two minutes later, Mari Cruz
too.  At this period, it was very unusual for the
four girls to have an ecstasy on the same day and
at the same time.  In the ecstatic walk, Conchita
went alone; Mari Cruz went alone too; Jacinta and
Loli were together; a large crowd accompanied and
followed them.

First they went to the Pines where they prayed a
rosary.  They continued praying on the way down,
backwards.  Loli, Jacinta and Conchita were to-
gether.  Mari Cruz followed alone the entire time,
which was for her about 45 minutes.  They went to
the cemetery.  They made circles around the church.

All this, though interesting, was nothing out-
standing and what we could call the normal routine
of Garabandal.

But three days later something new, of great pro-
portion, occurred.

Recorded oon TTape
September 4th, 1962 was a Tuesday.  According to

Fr. Valentín's annotations, toward 11:00 in the mor-
ning, Conchita fell into ecstasy at the door of the
church, and there received Communion from the
hand of the Angel; somewhat later, the same thing
happened to Loli.

The afternoon passed; the night began, and at
1:30 Conchita had an ecstasy again.  She went to
the graveyard, made her way through the streets of 

the village, prayed the rosary, sang the Salve.  On
entering her home, she fell on her knees and said
farewell to the Vision.  As she was speaking, a person
near to her — not satisfied with just hearing what the
girl was saying — held a microphone to her lips.
What he recorded confirmed afterwards what his
ears had not understood well.

««YYoouu ssaayy tthheerree''ss ggooiinngg ttoo bbee aa mmiirraaccllee?? .. .. ..
AAnndd tthhee mmiirraaccllee iiss ggooiinngg ttoo bbee tthhaatt?? .. .. ..  AAnndd
tthhee VViirrggiinn wwiillll bbee sseeeenn?? .. .. ..  AAnndd wwhheenn?? .. .. ..  SSoo
lloonngg aawwaayy?? .. .. ..  WWiitthh mmee aalloonnee .. .. ..  NNoo..  II ddoonn''tt
wwaanntt tthhaatt .. .. ..  DDoonn''tt ddoo tthhaatt!!  PPeerrffoorrmm iitt wwiitthh
tthhee ffoouurr .. .. ..»»

Such words could not but cause repercussions,
and soon began to be the foremost reason for com-
ments and expectation.

Five days later, on Sunday, September 9th, Dr.
Ortiz in Santander noted in his agenda concer-
ning Garabandal:

««MMyy wwiiffee aanndd II wwiitthh hheerr ccoouussiinn MMaarrííaa LLóóppeezz-
DDóórriiggaa wweerree aatt MMaaxxiimmiinnaa''ss hhoouussee..  CCoonncchhiittaa
ccaammee ttoo pprreesseenntt aa ggiifftt aass wwee wweerree bbeeggiinnnniinngg ttoo
eeaatt..  WWee iinnvviitteedd hheerr,, aanndd ssoooonn MMaaxxiimmiinnaa bbeeggaann
ttaallkkiinngg iinn jjeesstt::

—— WWee aallrreeaaddyy kknnooww yyoouurr sseeccrreett .. .. ..  TThhaatt
tthheerree iiss ggooiinngg ttoo bbee aa mmiirraaccllee!!  YYoouu ccaann''tt ddeennyy iitt,,
ssiinnccee iitt hhaass bbeeeenn rreeccoorrddeedd oonn ttaappee..

CCoonncchhiittaa ssmmiilleedd,, aanndd aafftteerr aa mmoommeenntt ooff ssiilleennccee
ssaaiidd,, YYeess,, tthheerree''ss ggooiinngg ttoo bbee aa mmiirraaccllee..  TThhee
VViirrggiinn ttoolldd mmee,, aanndd iitt''ss ggooiinngg ttoo bbee vveerryy ggrreeaatt .. .. ..

—— WWhheenn wwiillll iitt bbee??
—— II ddoonn''tt kknnooww..
—— TThheenn nnoonnee ooff uuss wwiillll sseeee iitt..
—— EEvveerryyoonnee wwiillll sseeee iitt wwhhoo iiss hheerree..  AAnndd tthhee

PPooppee,, ffrroomm wwhheerreevveerr hhee iiss..  AAnndd aallssoo PPaaddrree PPiioo..
EEvveerryyddaayy II pprraayy tthhaatt tthhee mmiirraaccllee wwiillll bbee wwiitthh
eevveerryybbooddyy..  BBuutt ddoonn''tt ssaayy aannyytthhiinngg ttoo aannyyoonnee..

—— NNoott eevveenn ttoo FFrr.. RRaammóónn aanndd FFrr.. RReetteennaaggaa??
—— WWeellll .. .. ..  ttoo tthheemm .. .. ..  yyeess..»»

_____________

On that very night of September 9th, as it pro-
gressed into the early morning of September 10th,
Conchita was heard again (and this was recorded on
a tape recorder too):

««WWhheenn yyoouu ppeerrffoorrmm tthhee mmiirraaccllee,, ppeerrffoorrmm iitt
wwiitthh aallll (the four of us)..  II ddoonn''tt wwaanntt ttoo bbee aalloonnee
bbyy mmyysseellff..  LLooookk!!  WWiitthh eevveerryyoonnee,, ddoo yyoouu wwaanntt
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tthhaatt??  YYoouu aarreenn''tt tteelllliinngg mmee??  SShhoouulldd II tteellll iitt ssoo
tthhaatt sshhee wwiillll kknnooww??»»(1)

_______________

This matter is useful to alert those who believe in
Garabandal and encourage them to keep watching.

Naturally those who came to the village, espe-
cially if they belonged to the circle related to the girls'
families, soon noticed what was in the air.

On September 24th from Hotel Real in Santan-
der, María Herrero de Gallardo wrote to her sister in
Madrid to tell her about her last visits to the site of
the apparitions:

««TThhee ootthheerr ddaayy,, wwhhiillee iinn CCoonncchhiittaa''ss hhoouussee,, tthheerree
wwaass aa vveerryy iinntteerreessttiinngg ccoonnvveerrssaattiioonn,, wwiitthh 22 ppssyycchhii-
aattrriissttss aanndd 33 pprriieessttss(2) pprreesseenntt .. .. ..  FFrr.. VVaalleennttíínn ttoolldd
mmee tthhaatt CCoonncchhiittaa,, aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo hhiiss wwoorrddss,, hhaadd ttoo
tteellll hhiimm ssoommeetthhiinngg uunnddeerr tthhee sseeaall ooff ccoonnffeessssiioonn,,
bbeeccaauussee ooff wwhhiicchh —— hhee aaddddeedd llaauugghhiinngg —— hhee ccoouulldd
nnoott tteellll mmee aannyytthhiinngg aabboouutt iitt..  WWhhaatt II kknnooww ffoorr cceerr-
ttaaiinn iiss tthhaatt tthhee nneexxtt pprrooooff (of the truth of the
apparitions) iiss ggooiinngg ttoo bbee,, aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo wwhhaatt tthhee
ggiirrllss ssaayy,, mmuucchh ggrreeaatteerr tthhaann tthhee ddaayy ooff CCoonncchhiittaa''ss
vviissiibbllee CCoommmmuunniioonn..»»

___________

Two weeks later on October 7th, she wrote her
sister another letter from Santander:

««FFrriiddaayy,, ttwwoo ddaayyss aaggoo,, II wwaass bbaacckk iinn GGaarraa-
bbaannddaall aaggaaiinn..  NNoo oonnee wwaass tthheerree .. .. ..  AAnndd dduurr-
iinngg aallll tthhee ttiimmee tthhaatt II ssppeenntt tthheerree,, tthhee ggiirrllss aanndd
tthheeiirr mmootthheerrss ttoolldd mmee aabboouutt ssuucchh mmaarrvveellss tthhaatt
iitt sseeeemmeedd aa bboottttoommlleessss wweellll ffrroomm wwhhiicchh tthheeyy
wweerree ppuulllliinngg uupp,, lliittttllee bbyy lliittttllee,, aa mmuullttiittuuddee ooff
tthhiinnggss..  HHooww II pprrooffiitteedd bbyy iitt aanndd hhooww II rreemmeemm-
bbeerreedd yyoouu!!  WWee wweenntt ttoo sseeee CCoonncchhiittaa aatt tthhee ttiimmee
sshhee wwaass ggooiinngg oouuttssiiddee ffoorr tthhee rroossaarryy wwiitthh hheerr
mmootthheerr .. .. ..  TTwwoo wwoommeenn wwhhoo wweerree ccoommiinngg wwiitthh
mmee hhuunngg oonn ttoo hheerr aanndd II wwaassnn''tt aabbllee ttoo aasskk hheerr
aannyytthhiinngg oonn tthhee wwaayy ttoo cchhuurrcchh..  II ttooookk AAnniicceettaa
bbyy tthhee aarrmm aanndd ttrriieedd ttoo qquueessttiioonn hheerr aabboouutt 

1. I do not know what this could refer: perhaps to Loli who
seemed destined to share many things.

2. Concerning the three priests, María Herrero says:
«Jesuit, PPassionist, aand ppastor.» From the notes of Dr. Ortiz, it
comes out that the Jesuit was Fr. Argila and the pastor Fr. An-
tonio Yllensa Borrás of San Cucufate.  It seems that both came
with Dr. Puncernau  and were considering, according to Fr.
Valentín, «bringing iinformation tto tthe aarchbishop oof BBarce-
lona.» The Passionist had to be Fr. Eliseo, whom the lawyer
Luis Navas speaks about in his report.

Of the psychiatrists, the only one we know for sure is the
previously mentioned Dr. Ricardo Puncernau.

wwhheenn tthhee aannnnoouunncceedd mmiirraaccllee wwaass ggooiinngg ttoo bbee..

—— II ddoonn''tt kknnooww..  PPoossssiibbllyy CCoonncchhiittaa ddooeessnn''tt
kknnooww eeiitthheerr .. .. ..  WWhhaatt II ccaann tteellll yyoouu iiss tthhaatt tthhee
ootthheerr ttiimmee (July 28th) sshhee ttoolldd mmee:: ““MMaammaa,, tthheerree''ss
ggooiinngg ttoo bbee aa lliittttllee mmiirraaccllee..""  AAnndd ttooddaayy sshhee ttoolldd
mmee:: ““TThheerree''ss ggooiinngg ttoo bbee aa vveerryy ggrreeaatt mmiirraaccllee!!""»»

*  *  *

And so from the information that I have been
able to gather, it was in September, 1962, that the
prediction of the great miracle was made for the first
time in a clear and open way.  A miracle which, for
what later began to be said about it and because of
its outstanding singularity, soon began to be called
“The Miracle."

The first announcements about it reported:
That it was going to be ««vveerryy ggrreeaatt»».
That everyone in Garabandal when it was per-

formed would see it.
That the Pope would see it ««wwhheerreevveerr hhee

wwoouulldd bbee»», and ««aallssoo PPaaddrree PPiioo..»»

But Conchita, who seemed to be the only seer
who had anything to do with the Miracle, still did not
know the date on which it would take place.

And for the moment, the news of the Miracle
could not be unrestrictedly divulged.  We have heard
the girl's words in Maximina's house in front of Dr.
Ortiz and his wife, and what she told Fr. Valentín
««uunnddeerr tthhee sseeaall ooff ccoonnffeessssiioonn..»»

But the news was not shrouded in total secrecy.
Perhaps Loli's questions during her ecstasy on Mon-
day, September 17th refer to this; and also Conchita's
on September 18th:

LLOOLLII:: YYeess,, sshhoouulldd II wwrriittee ttooddaayy?? .. .. ..  MMoosstt HHoollyy
VViirrggiinn,, tthheenn sshhoouulldd II tteellll iitt?? .. .. ..  WWhheenn ccaann iitt bbee
ssaaiidd?? .. .. ..  HHee''ss wwaaiittiinngg ffoorr mmee ttoo tteellll hhiimm bbyy lleett-
tteerr oorr wwhheenn II sseeee hhiimm .. .. ..  GGoooodd,, II''llll tteellll iitt .. .. ..

CCOONNCCHHIITTAA:: CCaann II tteellll iitt ttoo FFaatthheerr VVaalleennttíínn ttoo-
mmoorrrrooww?? .. .. ..  IInn ccoonnffeessssiioonn?? .. .. ..  TToo wwhhoomm eellssee
ccaann II tteellll iitt?? .. .. ..  TToo tthhee bbiisshhoopp?? .. .. ..  DDiidd LLoollii tteellll
iitt ttoo FFaatthheerr AAnnddrreeuu?? .. .. ..  DDoo II tteellll iitt ttoo hhiimm?? .. .. ..
NNoo?? .. .. ..  WWhheenn?? .. .. ..

Perhaps the person to whom Loli communicated
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the announcement was Fr. José Ramón de la Riva,
since among his papers I have seen a small holy card
of the Virgin with these lines on its back, written in
poor penmanship:

SSaann SSeebbaassttiiáánn                             OOccttoobbeerr 88,, 11996622

TThhee VViirrggiinn ttoolldd uuss tthheerree iiss ggooiinngg ttoo bbee aa mmiirraaccllee..

WWiitthh aallll mmyy lloovvee,,
MMaarrííaa DDoolloorreess MMaazzóónn

((FFoorr FFaatthheerr JJoosséé RRaammóónn))

““ffoorreettoolldd ttoo mmee””

The prediction of the Miracle is unmistakably
confirmed by these lines from Conchita's diary:(3)

TThhee MMoosstt HHoollyy VViirrggiinn hhaass ffoorreettoolldd ttoo
mmee aa ggrreeaatt MMiirraaccllee,,

tthhaatt GGoodd OOuurr LLoorrdd iiss ggooiinngg ttoo ppeerrffoorrmm
tthhrroouugghh hheerr iinntteerrcceessssiioonn..

AAss tthhee cchhaassttiisseemmeenntt iiss vveerryy ggrreeaatt,, aass
wwee mmeerriitt;;

tthhee MMiirraaccllee aallssoo iiss iimmmmeeaassuurraabbllyy ggrreeaatt,,
aass tthhee wwoorrlldd nneeeeddss..

3. According to my information, the girl began the diary in
September of 1962, and ended it in the spring of 1963.

Among tthe MMarvels
We have previously seen how María Herrero de

Gallardo wrote in her letter of ««ssuucchh mmaarrvveellss tthhaatt iitt
sseeeemmeedd ttoo bbee aa bboottttoommlleessss wweellll ffrroomm wwhhiicchh tthheeyy
wweerree ppuulllliinngg uupp aa mmuullttiittuuddee ooff tthhiinnggss..»»

If the Miracle was the news of September, it was
not the only thing of interest in that month.  It is
certain that the days of September, 1962 were some
of the most eventful in the astounding evolution of
Garabandal.  This can be gathered from reading Fr.
Valentín's notes for the month.

TThhee VViissiioonnaarriieess'' MMyyssttiiccaall CCoommmmuunniioonnss

Conchita and Loli received Communion from the
Angel on all, or almost all, of the days on which they
could not receive it from a priest.  Mrs. Herrero de
Gallardo wrote about one of these Communions in a
letter dated September 24th:

««TThhee ddaayy tthhaatt II wwaass tthheerree,, CCoonncchhiittaa rree-
cceeiivveedd CCoommmmuunniioonn aatt 22::3300 iinn tthhee aafftteerrnnoooonn iinn
ffrroonntt ooff tthhee cchhuurrcchh ddoooorr..  AA JJeessuuiitt ffrroomm CCaattaa-
lluuññaa,, wwhhoo ssaaww iitt,, ttoolldd mmee aabboouutt iitt..  IItt hhaadd
pplleeaasseedd hhiimm vveerryy mmuucchh bbeeccaauussee tthhee bbooddyy,, tthhee
hhaannddss,, tthhee eeyyeess .. .. ..  hhaadd aa mmaannnneerr ooff mmoovviinngg
tthhaatt wwaass ccoommpplleetteellyy ooppppoossiittee ttoo tthhee aaggiittaatteedd
ggeessttiiccuullaattiioonnss ooff hhyysstteerriiaa .. .. ..»»(4)

This Jesuit priest must have been Fr. Argila
(whom Dr. Ortíz mentions), and he must have

4. We have another valuable observation from a specialist
in the matter (Dr. Puncernau):

«The eentrance aand tthe ddeparture ffrom tthe ttrance mmerits
special aattention.

They ssaid tthat tthey hhad tthree ccalls .. .. ..
They ssaid, I hhave aalready hhad oone ccall .. .. ..  II’ve hhad ttwo

calls . .. ..  TThe llength oof ttime bbetween tthe ccalls wwas eex-
tremely vvariable.

One ttime wwhen II kknew tthat tthey hhad ttwo ccalls, II mmanaged tto
talk wwith tthem, aattempting tto ddistract tthem .. .. ..  AAnd eespecially
to mmake tthem ttalk aabout ssomething tthat iinterested tthem.  IIn
the mmiddle oof aa ssentence, tthey ssuddenly ffell oon ttheir kknees iin
the sstate oof ttrance aas iif sstruck bby llightning —— iin sspite oof bbeing
observed tto bbe iinterested iin wwhat tthey wwere ddiscussing.

This ddrew mmy aattention.  TThis iis nnot tthe nnormal wway tto eenter
into aa hhypnotic ttrance, eespecially iif tthe pperson hhas nnot bbeen
conditioned tto aa ssign oor ssignal.  AAmong tthe sspectators II wwas
never aable tto ffind ssuch aa ssign.  OOr eeven tto kknow oof wwhat iit
could cconsist.»
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. . . for worthy reception.

The Angel instructed the girls in proper preparation . . .
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come from Barcelona with the pastor of San Cucu-
fate, Fr. Antonio Yllensa Borrás, and the neuro-
psychiatrist Dr. Ricardo Puncernau.  Fr. Valentín
calls him P. Aguilar in his notes and says that on
Saturday, September 22nd, he saw a Mystical Com-
munion for the first time, and that ««hhee wwaass vveerryy
mmuucchh iimmpprreesssseedd»»..

Luis Navas, the lawyer from Palencia tells us of
the same effect it had on him when he was finally
able to view a Communion of this type on October
2nd, after ardently longing for it:

««AA lliittttllee bbeeffoorree 66::3300 iinn tthhee mmoorrnniinngg,, wwee sseett
oouutt ffoorr tthhee cchhuurrcchh..  IItt wwaass ssttiillll ddaarrkk..  AA mmeetteerr
aanndd aa hhaallff ffrroomm tthhee ddoooorrss,, LLoollii ffeellll oonn hheerr kknneeeess
aanndd wweenntt iinnttoo aa ttrraannccee..  TThhiiss wwaass ssoommeetthhiinngg tthhaatt
iimmpprreesssseedd mmee mmoorree tthhaann aannyytthhiinngg eellssee  II hhaavvee
sseeeenn iinn tthhee vviissiioonnaarriieess..  TThhee ddeevvoottiioonn iinn mmaakkiinngg
tthhee ssiiggnn ooff tthhee ccrroossss,, tthhee ddrraammaa ooff tthhee ttoonngguuee
eexxtteennddiinngg aanndd tthheenn wwiitthhddrraawwiinngg,, tthhee mmoovveemmeenntt
ooff tthhee tthhrrooaatt aass iiff sshhee wweerree sswwaalllloowwiinngg ssoommee-
tthhiinngg .. .. ..  TThhee pprraayyeerr ooff tthhaannkkssggiivviinngg .. .. ..
EEvveerryytthhiinngg sseeeemmeedd ssoo ddrraammaattiicc ttoo mmee,, aass iiff ddee-
sseerrvviinngg tthhee ggrreeaatteesstt rreessppeecctt..»»

_______________

Speaking of this type of Communion, Father
Valentín wrote on September 10th:

««TThhee eeccssttaassyy uussuuaallllyy llaassttss oonnllyy aa ffeeww mmiinn-
uutteess,, bbuutt iitt iiss mmoovviinngg..  TThhee ggiirrll ffaallllss oonn hheerr
kknneeeess,, ssooffttllyy ssaayyss tthhee ““CCoonnffiitteeoorr"",, mmaakkeess tthhee
ssiiggnn ooff tthhee ccrroossss,, jjooiinnss hheerr hhaannddss oonn hheerr cchheesstt,,
hhoollddss oouutt hheerr ttoonngguuee;; aanndd iitt iiss sseeeenn ppeerrffeeccttllyy
hhooww sshhee sswwaalllloowwss..  SShhee mmaakkeess tthhee ssiiggnn ooff tthhee
ccrroossss aaggaaiinn,, aanndd iiss hheeaarrdd ttoo ssaayy iinn aa llooww vvooiiccee,,
““SSoouull ooff CChhrriisstt,, ssaannccttiiffyy mmee .. .. .."" OOnnccee aaggaaiinn sshhee
mmaakkeess tthhee ssiiggnn ooff tthhee ccrroossss aanndd iiss bbaacckk iinn tthhee
nnoorrmmaall ssttaattee..  IItt sseeeemmss tthhee pprraayyeerrss aafftteerr CCoomm-
mmuunniioonn aarree ssaaiidd bbyy tthhee AAnnggeell..»»

_____________

What the pastor notes on September 22nd is in-
teresting:

««TThhee ggiirrllss aallwwaayyss kkeeeepp tthhee ffaasstt uunnttiill tthhee hhoouurr
tthhaatt tthheeyy rreecceeiivvee CCoommmmuunniioonn —— tthhee ffaasstt aaccccoorrdd-
iinngg ttoo tthhee oolldd ccuussttoomm..»» (without eating or drink-
ing anything after 12:00 midnight)

WWaaiittiinngg ffoorr tthhee EEccssttaassiieess

As has already been shown, when the Virgin was
the one who was going to appear, the ecstasies were
always preceded with three mysterious calls . . .  We
find observations about these calls in Fr. Valentín's
notes on September 6th:

««TThhee cchhiillddrreenn wweerree aaccccuussttoommeedd ttoo wwaaiitt uunn-
ttiill 1100::3300 aatt nniigghhtt..  IIff bbyy tthhaatt hhoouurr tthheeyy hhaaddnn''tt
rreecceeiivveedd tthhee ffiirrsstt ccaallll,, tthheeyy wweenntt ttoo bbeedd..  HHooww-
eevveerr,, iiff tthheeyy rreecceeiivveedd aa ccaallll bbeeffoorree ggooiinngg ttoo bbeedd,,
tthheenn tthheeyy wwoouulldd wwaaiitt uupp ffoorr tthhee aappppaarriittiioonn uunn-
ttiill tthhee ttiimmee iitt ccaammee,, eevveenn tthhoouugghh tthheeyy ffeellll
aasslleeeepp..  TThheeyy ddiiddnn''tt wwaanntt ttoo ggoo ttoo sslleeeepp,, ssiinnccee
tthhee VViirrggiinn hhaadd ttoolldd tthheemm tthhaatt tthheeyy sshhoouulldd wwaaiitt
uupp aanndd mmaakkee ssaaccrriiffiicceess .. .. ..  IInn ootthheerr tthhiinnggss,,
tthheeyy eeaacchh lleedd aa nnoorrmmaall lliiffee aatt hhoommee aanndd hheellppeedd
tthheeiirr mmootthheerrss..»»(5)

__________________

On the night of September 5th, Fr. Valentín told
Loli that it was very late, that it would be better not
to wait for an apparition.  But she answered that the
calls were unmistakable, that the apparition would
come, and that because of this, although she was half
asleep, she did not want to go to bed.  And so the
penance of waiting night after night was no small
one, either for the girls themselves or for their
families and those who accompanied them.

Evidently, the wonderful phenomena of Gara-
bandal were not given as free entertainment . . .  In
Fr. Valentín's notes (Monday, September 24) appear
these lines:

««TThhee ggiirrllss lleedd aa lliiffee ooff ttrruuee ssaaccrriiffiiccee..  CCoonn-
cchhiittaa''ss mmootthheerr ttoolldd mmee tthhaatt hheerr ddaauugghhtteerr sslleepptt

5. God never calls any of those on earth — a time for merit
— to a life of easy convenience.
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village chapel dedicated to the Virgin of Health

bbeetttteerr oonn aa cchhaaiirr tthhaann iinn hheerr bbeedd,, bbeeccaauussee sshhee
ssppeenntt tthhee nniigghhtt ssiittttiinngg ddoowwnn,, wwaaiittiinngg ffoorr tthhee aapp-
ppaarriittiioonn lliikkee aallll ooff uuss..  SShhee sslleepptt wwiitthh hheerr hheeaadd
lleeaanniinngg oonn tthhee wwaallll..  AAnndd tthhee nneexxtt ddaayy sshhee ddiiddnn''tt
ffaaiill ttoo wwaallkk ttoo wwoorrkk..  TThhee ffoouurr ggiirrllss wwoorrkkeedd,,
sswweepptt,, cclleeaanneedd,, wweenntt ttoo tthhee rriivveerr ttoo wwaasshh,, aanndd ddiidd
eevveerryytthhiinngg lliikkee tthhee ootthheerr ggiirrllss..  BBeeccaauussee ooff tthhiiss,,
tthheeyy wweerree sseeeenn vveerryy lliittttllee oonn wwoorrkkiinngg ddaayyss;; bbuutt
oonn SSuunnddaayyss tthheeyy ppllaayyeedd iinn tthhee ssttrreeeettss lliikkee tthhee
ootthheerr yyoouunngg cchhiillddrreenn iinn tthhee vviillllaaggee..  IInn ssppiittee ooff
tthhee lliittttllee tthhaatt tthheeyy sslleepptt aanndd rreesstteedd,, tthheeyy llooookkeedd
ssttrroonngg aanndd hheeaalltthhyy .. .. ..»»

*  *  *

Besides the marvelous normalness that extended
throughout September, there were some days that
had their own particular note.

For example, there was the night that bridged
September 5th to September 6th, Wednesday to
Thursday.  There were many people from Barcelona,
Madrid, Bilbao, Santander, and Seville.  But pro-
bably the person with the most special invitation
from heaven was an English Protestant (Anglican),
who had been there once before.  She was watching
the ecstasy that Loli was having in her home when
suddenly the girl, in a very special way, gave her the
cross to kiss several times, and one of the times she
left it applied to her lips for some time.

««BBaarrbbaarraa»» —— read Fr. Valentín's notes —— ««wwaass
bbllaanncchheedd wwhhiittee,, vveerryy eexxcciitteedd..  WWhheenn tthhee eeccssttaassyy
wwaass oovveerr,, II ssppookkee ttoo hheerr..  SShhee wwaass ssuurree tthhaatt aallll tthhiiss
wwaass tthhee wwoorrkk ooff tthhee VViirrggiinn,, aanndd sshhee wwaass aallrreeaaddyy
ddiissppoosseedd ttoo bbeeccoommiinngg aa CCaatthhoolliicc..»»

________________

That night when she passed by the English
woman in ecstasy, Conchita also stopped very sig-
nificantly and gave her the cross to kiss.

On the night of September 7th to the 8th, Loli
had an apparition alone, toward 3:45 in the early
morning.  During the ecstasy, among other things she
was heard to say, ««IIss iitt tthhee ffeeaassttddaayy ooff tthhee VViirrggiinn ooff
HHeeaalltthh??  IIss iitt yyoouurr ffeeaassttddaayy??»» The village had a
little chapel dedicated to Mary under the title of The
Virgin of Health, and its celebration (like so many
other of Mary's titles and appelations) was on Sep-
tember 8th, the feastday of the Nativity of Our Lady.  

««WWhheenn LLoollii''ss eeccssttaassyy eennddeedd»» —— as we read in
Fr. Valentín's notes —— ««wwee mmeett JJaacciinnttaa aanndd hheerr
bbrrootthheerrss wwhhoo wweerree ggooiinngg ttoo tthhee SSaannccttuuaarryy ooff tthhee
VViirrggiinn ooff LLiigghhtt,, wwhhiicchh iiss ssiixx hhoouurrss ooff hhiikkiinngg bbyy
ffoooott oonn ttrraaiillss aaccrroossss tthhee mmoouunnttaaiinnss.. (6) TThheeyy

6. This hermitage or sanctuary of Mary was on the other
side of the Peña Sagra Mountains, on the slope facing Liébana.
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ccaarrrriieedd aa ffllaasshhlliigghhtt ffoorr iilllluummiinnaattiioonn..  TThhee ffiirrsstt
tthhiinngg tthhaatt tthheeyy ddiidd wwaass ttoo pprraayy aa rroossaarryy iinn tthhee
CCuuaaddrroo..  ((JJaacciinnttaa pprraayyeedd tthheerree eevveerryy ddaayy aatt ssiixx iinn
tthhee mmoorrnniinngg..))  JJaacciinnttaa wwaass ffuullll ooff jjooyy,, aanndd wwaass
mmaakkiinngg tthhee ssaaccrriiffiiccee ooff ggeettttiinngg uupp eeaarrllyy iinn tthhee
mmoorrnniinngg aanndd tthhee lloonngg hhiikkee ttoo aasskk tthhee VViirrggiinn ttoo
rreettuurrnn ttoo sseeee hheerr ssoooonn .. .. ..  SShhee aanndd MMaarrii CCrruuzz aarree
tthhee oonneess wwhhoo sseeee tthhee VViirrggiinn tthhee lleeaasstt..  LLaatteerr II
lleeaarrnneedd tthhaatt MMaarrii CCrruuzz aallssoo hhaadd ggoonnee ttoo aannootthheerr
ssaannccttuuaarryy ttoo rreeqquueesstt tthhee ssaammee .. .. ..»»

Mari CCruz aand JJacinta

September 16th, Sunday, was memorable and
instructive.  We read in Fr. Valentín's journal:

««TThheerree wwaass aa mmaann iinn tthhee vviillllaaggee wwhhoo wwaass
hhaallff-ccrraazzyy,, aanndd hhee wwaass ddooiinngg rriiddiiccuulloouuss tthhiinnggss
tthhaatt ccoouulldd hhaavvee bbeeeenn vveerryy wwrroonnggllyy iinntteerrpprreetteedd
bbyy tthhee vviissiittoorrss wwhhoo ddiiddnn''tt kknnooww hhiiss mmeennttaall ccoonn-
ddiittiioonn..  HHee hhaadd bbeeeenn iinn aann iinnssaannee aassyylluumm ffoorr aa
yyeeaarr,, aanndd nnooww hhee wwaass ssttaayyiinngg hheerree..  TThhiiss wwaass
ccaauussiinngg ttrroouubbllee aanndd aannnnooyyaannccee,, aanndd hhee hhaadd ttoo
bbee sseenntt aawwaayy..

DDuurriinngg tthhee eeccssttaassyy oonn tthhaatt ddaayy,, LLoollii aanndd CCoonn-
cchhiittaa wweenntt ttoo tthhee hhoouussee wwhheerree tthhiiss ddiissttuurrbbeedd
mmaann ccaalllleedd AAllffoonnssoo wwaass..  AAnndd wwiitthh aa ccrruucciiffiixx 

tthheeyy mmaaddee aa ccrroossss tthheerree oonn tthhee ppiillllooww oonn hhiiss bbeedd..
AAnndd wwhhiillee ppaassssiinngg bbyy hhiimm,, tthheeyy ggaavvee hhiimm tthhee ccrruu-
cciiffiixx ttoo kkiissss sseevveerraall ttiimmeess..  TThhee ddiissttuurrbbeedd mmaann wwaass
ssttrruucckk ttoo hhiiss kknneeeess..

TThhaatt nniigghhtt FFrr.. AAnnzziizzuu(7) ccoommmmeenntteedd:: WWhhaatt aa
lleessssoonn iinn cchhaarriittyy tthhee ggiirrllss ggaavvee uuss..  EEvveerryyoonnee wwhhoo
hhaadd bbeeeenn ttaallkkiinngg aabboouutt tthhee nneecceessssiittyy ooff tthhrroowwiinngg
tthhee iinnssaannee mmaann ffrroomm tthhee vviillllaaggee wwaass ttoouucchheedd;;
aabboovvee aallll,, tthhee CCaarrddiinnaall''ss sseeccrreettaarryy,, FFrr.. GGuuiilllleerrmmoo
HHaauusssscchhiillddtt,, wwhhoo hhaadd tthhoouugghhtt ooff rreeffuussiinngg hhiimm
CCoommmmuunniioonn..  HHee ssaaiidd:: IItt iiss cclleeaarr tthhee VViirrggiinn wwaanntt-
eedd ttoo ggiivvee uuss aa lleessssoonn..

CCoonncchhiittaa wwaass aasskkeedd wwhhyy sshhee hhaadd ggoonnee ttoo tthhee
ppllaaccee wwhheerree tthhee ddeerraannggeedd mmaann wwaass aanndd hhaadd rree-
ppeeaatteeddllyy ggiivveenn hhiimm tthhee ccrruucciiffiixx ttoo kkiissss..  AAnndd sshhee
aannsswweerreedd,, TThhee VViirrggiinn ttoolldd uuss:: ““yyoouu ddeessppiissee hhiimm;;
bbuutt II lloovvee hhiimm..""

AA rreessppoonnssee lliikkee tthhiiss ppuutt uuss ddoowwnn,, mmaakkiinngg uuss sseeee
oouurr ggrreeaatt llaacckk ooff cchhaarriittyy..»»

_____________

Perhaps the words that Conchita was heard to say
during the ecstasy had some relation with this un-
forgettable lesson from the Mother of God: ««WWhheenn
yyoouu ccoommee ddoowwnn hheerree ttoo eeaarrtthh,, wwhhyy ddoo yyoouu ccoommee??
TToo ssaavvee tthhee wwoorrlldd??»» Surely mental cases are not the
only ones who need salvation; nor are they the cases
that need it the most.

*  *  *

The neuropsychiatrist from Barcelona, Dr. Pun-
cernau, who had carefully studied the girls previ-
ously, continued his studies and examinations during
these days.  He discussed his findings with a col-
league, the pediatrician from Santander, Dr. Ortiz,
who wrote:

««JJaacciinnttaa''ss ffaatthheerr aasskkeedd mmee ttoo pplleeaassee bbee pprreess-
eenntt;; aanndd iitt wwaass nnoo wwoonnddeerr,, ssiinnccee tthheeyy hhaadd hhaadd
eennoouugghh ooff ddooccttoorrss'' iinnqquuiissiittiioonnss..

II aasskkeedd PPuunncceerrnnaauu ffoorr hhiiss ccoonncclluussiioonnss..
HHee aannsswweerreedd,, II hhaavvee nnoo ddoouubbtt aabboouutt tthhee ccoomm-

pplleettee nnoorrmmaalliittyy ooff tthhee ggiirrllss;; ssiinnccee tthhee ffaaccttss ccaann''tt

7. The two priests mentioned here came from Argentina,
accompanying Cardinal Caggiano (Archbishop of Rosario, who
was journeying at the time to Rome to participate in the
coming Ecumenical Council).  These priests took advantage of
their passage through Spain to take a trip to Garabandal.  The
impression that they received there could not have been better,
especially for Fr. Anzizu.  He openly declared his intention of
speaking in Rome about the extraordinary phenomena.

79



bbee aattttrriibbuutteedd ttoo aannyy iillllnneessss..  WWiitthh rreeggaarrdd ttoo tthhiiss
mmaatttteerr,, tthhiiss iiss tthhee tthhiirrdd ttiimmee tthhaatt II hhaavvee ccoommee ttoo
GGaarraabbaannddaall wwiitthh tthhee iinntteennttiioonn ooff ssttuuddyyiinngg tthhee
vviissiioonnaarriieess..  IIff II wwoouulldd hhaavvee sseeeenn aannyytthhiinngg ssuussppii-
cciioouuss,, II wwoouulldd hhaavvee ssaaiidd iitt iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy..

IInn tthhaatt wwee wweerree iinn aaggrreeeemmeenntt..»»
____________

On several of these days, the girls' words and
phrases were recorded on tape.  Although many of
the words had only insignificant meaning, at times
others came forth of greater scope:

««MMoosstt HHoollyy VViirrggiinn,, lleett mmee nnoott aabbaannddoonn yyoouu!!
LLeett mmee lloovvee yyoouu aallll mmyy lliiffee!!  OOhh!!  TThhaatt II mmaayy
nneevveerr lleeaavvee yyoouu..  TThhaatt II mmaayy lloovvee yyoouu aallwwaayyss,,
aallwwaayyss,, uunnttiill ddeeaatthh..  MMoosstt HHoollyy VViirrggiinn,, ddoo nnoott
rreeffuussee uuss hheellpp..»»

(Loli, on the night of September 12th-13th)

««WWhhaatt iiss hheeaavveenn lliikkee?? .. .. ..  IInn hheeaavveenn tthheerree aarree
nnoo cchhaaiirrss?? .. .. ..  DDoo tthheeyy wwaallkk tthheerree?? .. .. ..  IIss tthheerree
ffiirree iinn ppuurrggaattoorryy?? .. .. ..  DDoo tthheeyy ccoommee oouutt bbuurrnneedd??
.. .. ..  OOnnee ccaannnnoott eenntteerr iinnttoo hheeaavveenn eevveenn wwiitthh aa
vveerryy lliittttllee ssiinn?? .. .. ..  HHooww ccaann tthheeyy ppaaiinntt yyoouu ssoo
uuggllyy,, ssiinnccee yyoouu aarree ssoo bbeeaauuttiiffuull?? .. .. ..»»

(Conchita, September 25th)

“. .. ..  aa nnun oor aa wwife?”

««DDooeess tthhee ccoonnvveerrssiioonn ooff ssiinnnneerrss ccoosstt mmuucchh??
.. .. ..  II pprraayy ssoo tthhaatt mmaannyy ccoommee aanndd bbee ccoonnvveerrtt-
eedd,, aanndd tthhee ggoooodd bbeeccoommee bbeetttteerr .. .. ..  IIss iitt bbeetttteerr
ttoo bbee aa nnuunn oorr aa wwiiffee?? .. .. ..  IIff yyoouu wwiisshh,, mmaakkee iitt
ssoo tthhaatt II mmaayy bbee aatt 1144 yyeeaarrss —— tthheeyy ssaayy tthhaatt aatt
1166,, oonnee ccaannnnoott .. .. ..  EEaassee tthhee ppaaiinn ooff mmyy bbrrootthh-
eerr,,(8) wwhhoo ssuuffffeerrss mmuucchh ffrroomm hhiiss ssttoommaacchh ——
ddoonn''tt ttaakkee iitt aawwaayy..»»

(Conchita on the same date)

A TTorch DDies OOut
The Light of Garabandal came from the start

through four reflectors.  But in the month of Sep-
tember, 1962, one of them would fade out.

During these days the youngest of the four vi-
sionaries, Mari Cruz González, stopped having
apparitions.

She had one on September 1st, as has been noted,
and it must have been important, judging from its
duration: 45 minutes.  But on the other days the girl
had to wait in vain.  It was mentioned how she had
made a little pilgrimage to implore the Virgin to visit
her again.

Perhaps as a result of this pressing suppli-
cation, the Virgin returned, since we see in Fr. Val-
entín's journal:

««SSeepptteemmbbeerr 1188tthh:: IInn tthhee mmoorrnniinngg,, LLoollii aanndd CCoonn-
cchhiittaa rreecceeiivveedd CCoommmmuunniioonn ffrroomm tthhee hhaannddss ooff
tthhee AAnnggeell..  IInn tthhee aafftteerrnnoooonn aatt 55::3300,, tthhee ootthheerr
ttwwoo ggiirrllss hhaadd aann aappppaarriittiioonn..  TThheeyy ccaammee ttooggeetthh-
eerr iinn tthhee ssttrreeeett,, ttrraavveelleedd tthhrroouugghh tthhee vviillllaaggee,,
pprraayyeedd tthhee rroossaarryy,, wweenntt uupp ttoo tthhee PPiinneess,, aanndd ddee-
sscceennddeedd bbaacckkwwaarrddss;; iitt eennddeedd aatt tthhee cchhuurrcchh
ddoooorrss..  II aasskkeedd LLoollii wwhhyy tthhee AAnnggeell ddiiddnn''tt ggiivvee
CCoommmmuunniioonn ttoo MMaarrii CCrruuzz aanndd JJaacciinnttaa..  AAnndd sshhee

8. It seems clear that Conchita was asking to be able to enter
the convent at 14 years of age.  And she was asking for a
special grace, since she had learned that there was nothing that
could be done until 16 years of age, as someone had told her.
Canon Law fixes this age of 16 years as the minimum for being
able to take religious vows.

The brother about whom she speaks in this last petition was
Aniceto —familiarly called Cetuco—who was suffering from
the pains of an illness that a few years later would bring him to
his death, an exemplary death at the hospital in Burgos, lo-
vingly cared for by his only sister, Conchita.
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ttoolldd mmee tthhaatt sshhee ddiiddnn''tt kknnooww,, tthhaatt ppeerrhhaappss tthheeyy
wweerree bbeetttteerr aanndd ffoorr tthhaatt rreeaassoonn,, ddiiddnn''tt nneeeedd iitt..»»

______________

September 18th had to be the last gleam of light
from the lamp of Mari Cruz,(9) since from that time
on it appears to have been definitely extinguished.
María Herrero de Gallardo, writes from Santander
on October 7th:

««II wweenntt ttoo MMaarrii CCrruuzz'' hhoouussee ttoo bbrriinngg hheerr ssoommee
ccaakkeess,, aanndd sshhee ttoolldd mmee tthhaatt aa mmoonntthh hhaadd ppaasssseedd
wwiitthhoouutt sseeeeiinngg tthhee VViirrggiinn .. .. ..»»

________________

And Dr. Ortiz, who went up one more time to
Garabandal with Plácido Ruiloba on Saturday, No-
vember 24th, notes on this day:

««TThhee tthhrreeee ggiirrllss wweerree ssiinnggiinngg iinn eeccssttaassyy aatt MMaarrii
CCrruuzz''ss ddoooorr..  TThheeyy wweerree aasskkiinngg tthhaatt sshhee sseeee tthhee
VViirrggiinn aaggaaiinn .. .. ..  II aasskkeedd MMaarrii CCrruuzz,, iinn ffrroonntt ooff hheerr
mmootthheerr,, iiff sshhee wwaass ccoonnttiinnuuiinngg ttoo ggoo uupp ttoo ssaayy tthhee
rroossaarryy iinn tthhee CCuuaaddrroo aatt ssiixx iinn tthhee mmoorrnniinngg..

—— NNoo,, nnooww II pprraayy iitt iinn tthhee hhoouussee..
—— BBuutt ddiiddnn''tt tthhee VViirrggiinn tteellll yyoouu ttoo pprraayy iitt tthheerree

iinn tthhee CCaalllleejjaa??
—— YYeess..
—— WWhhyy ddoonn''tt yyoouu ddoo iitt tthheenn??
WWiitthhoouutt lleettttiinngg tthhee ggiirrll ssppeeaakk,, hheerr mmootthheerr

qquuiicckkllyy iinntteerrvveenneedd ttoo ssaayy tthhaatt sshhee hhaaddnn''tt ssttooppppeedd
hheerr,, tthhaatt sshhee hhaaddnn''tt ssaaiidd aannyytthhiinngg .. .. ..

II iinnssiisstteedd,, ggllaanncciinngg aatt MMaarrii CCrruuzz .. .. ..
—— TThheenn wwhhoo ssttooppppeedd yyoouu ffrroomm ggooiinngg tthheerree??

9. A few days later, Dr. Puncernau paid special attention to
Mari Cruz:

«I ggave hher mmy wwedding rring tto ggive tto tthe VVirgin tto kkiss, aas
was tthe ccustom tto ddo.

She wwas vvery ppleased aand pput mmy rring oon oone oof hher ffingers.
Three ddays ppassed aand MMari CCruz ddidn’t hhave aan aappar-

ition, nnor ddid sshe eenter iinto aa ttrance.  OOn tthe nnight bbefore II
had tto lleave II ssaid tto hher, You’ll hhave tto ggive bback mmy rring,
since tthis mmorning aat 33 II hhave tto lleave.

—Let mme hhave iit aa llittle llonger .. .. ..  PPerhaps II wwill hhave aan
apparition ttonight. I lleft iit wwith hher.

The oother tthree eentered iinto eecstasy.  TThe tthree ggirls wwent
walking iin aa ttrance, hholding aarms.  MMari CCruz aapproached, sshe
took tthe aarm oof oone oof tthe oothers, rraised hher hhead aand wwalked
like tthis tten oor ttwelve ssteps tto ssee iif tthe ttrance wwould ttake hher
too.  BBut tthere wwas nno ttrance.  SShe ddetached hherself ssorrow-
fully.  WWithout ssaying aa wword sshe rreturned tthe rring aand wwent
away wwith hher hhead hheld llow.

I hhave tto ssay tthough tthat tthe rring wwas kkissed oon aanother
occasion, dduring oone oof CConchita’s eecstasies.  II mmention tthis sso
that iit ccan bbe sseen tthat tthe eecstasies ccame wwhen tthey ccame .. .. ..
not wwhen tthe ggirls wwanted tthem tto ccome.»

WWhhyy ddoonn''tt yyoouu ggoo??
TThhee ggiirrll bblluusshheedd,, bbuutt sshhee ddiiddnn''tt aannsswweerr.. 
LLaatteerr,, II wwaass wwiitthh JJaacciinnttaa,, aanndd II aasskkeedd hheerr tthhee

ssaammee,, iiff sshhee wwaass ssttiillll ggooiinngg ttoo tthhee CCaalllleejjaa .. .. ..
—— YYeess,, II ggoo eevveerryy ddaayy aatt ssiixx iinn tthhee mmoorrnniinngg..  II

hhaavvee nneevveerr ssttooppppeedd ddooiinngg iitt..  OOnnee ddaayy iitt ooccccuurrrreedd
ttoo mmee ttoo aasskk tthhee VViirrggiinn iiff II ccoouulldd cchhaannggee tthhee
hhoouurrss..  SShhee ttoolldd mmee yyeess,, tthhaatt II ccoouulldd cchhaannggee iitt..
BBuutt llaatteerr II pprreeffeerrrreedd ttoo ccoonnttiinnuuee aass bbeeffoorree,, ssoo
tthhaatt tthhee ssaammee tthhiinngg ddooeessnn''tt hhaappppeenn ttoo mmee tthhaatt
hhaappppeenneedd ttoo MMaarrii CCrruuzz..

—— WWhhaatt hhaappppeenneedd ttoo MMaarrii CCrruuzz??
—— IInn SSeepptteemmbbeerr sshhee ssttooppppeedd pprraayyiinngg tthhee

rroossaarryy iinn tthhee CCaalllleejjaa aass tthhee VViirrggiinn hhaadd ttoolldd hheerr,,
aanndd ssiinnccee tthhaatt ttiimmee sshhee hhaassnn''tt sseeeenn hheerr aaggaaiinn!!»»

“She sstopped ssaying tthe rrosary.”

The flame from Mari Cruz was definitely out.
Was this something that had to happen according
to God's plans, without anyone's fault?  Was it
someone's fault?  If there was a fault, whose was it?
The girl's?  Her parents' or family's?  I know of no
one who is in a position to give a competent answer
to these questions.  Let us leave them then to the
judgment of God and not meddle in what is above
our competence.  But this does not mean that we
should renounce thinking about the matter, seeking
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to find, as Jacinta seems to have done, a salu-tary
lesson . . .

Jacinta herself should have feared at the time
that her own light was going to be extinguished.

The month of September had begun well for her,
since on the first and second days she was seen in
ecstasy beside her companions.  But an entire week
followed without an apparition, and poor Jacinta,
although silently resigned, had to be consumed with
desire, anxiety and worry.  And so on the early mor-
ning of September 8th she undertook with her bro-
thers the difficult pilgrimage to the Sanctuary of Our
Lady of Light, as we have seen.

The pilgrimage seems to have had an immediate
effect, since on the following day, September 9th, Fr.
Valentín mentions:

««OOnn ggooiinngg oouutt ffrroomm tthhee rroossaarryy aatt 88::3300 aatt nniigghhtt,,
CCoonncchhiittaa aanndd JJaacciinnttaa wweenntt iinnttoo eeccssttaassyy;; tthheeyy wweenntt
ttoo LLoollii''ss hhoommee,, hhoollddiinngg aarrmmss .. .. ..»»  But this was an
isolated favor, since on October 7th, he notes
again: ««JJaacciinnttaa hhaassnn''tt hhaadd aann aappppaarriittiioonn ffoorr mmoorree
tthhaann 2200 ddaayyss..»»

_______________

How this affected the girl can be gathered from
these sentences found in a letter from María Herrero,
written in Santander on October 7th:

««OOnn rreettuurrnniinngg ffrroomm MMaarrii CCrruuzz''ss hhoommee,, II mmeett
JJaacciinnttaa,, tthhiinn aanndd ssaadd..  SShhee ttoolldd mmee tthhaatt 2266 ddaayyss
hhaadd ppaasssseedd wwiitthhoouutt sseeeeiinngg tthhee VViirrggiinn,, ssiinnccee tthhee
NNaattiivviittyy ooff MMaarryy..  II ddoonn''tt tthhiinnkk sshhee eevveerr wweenntt ssoo
lloonngg wwiitthhoouutt sseeeeiinngg hheerr..  II ggaavvee hheerr tthhee ccaakkeess..  SShhee
ttooookk tthheemm;; bbuutt sshhee rreemmaaiinneedd ffoorr ssoommee ttiimmee wwiitthh
tthheemm iinn hheerr hhaannddss,, aass iiff nnoott kknnoowwiinngg wwhhaatt ttoo ddoo,,
wwiitthh aann eexxpprreessssiioonn ooff ssoorrrrooww tthhaatt aappppaalllleedd mmee..»»

________________

In Jacinta's case, as a great consolation for her, all
this was only a frightening test.  On October 8th, Fr.
Valentín notes:

««JJaacciinnttaa hhaadd aann aappppaarriittiioonn,, aafftteerr aa mmoonntthh ooff
nnoott hhaavviinngg oonnee..»»  And he adds later: ««SShhee aallssoo
hhaadd oonnee oonn OOccttoobbeerr 99tthh,, 1111tthh,, 1133tthh aanndd 1144tthh..»»

_______________

Maximina writes on her part to Eloísa de la Roza
Velarde, Dr. Ortiz' sister-in-law, in a letter dated No-
vember 8th:

««TThhee aappppaarriittiioonnss ccoonnttiinnuuee aass uussuuaall..  II sseeee
nnootthhiinngg eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy aatt pprreesseenntt..  LLoollii ccoonnttiinn-
uueess hhaavviinngg aappppaarriittiioonnss eevveerryy ddaayy,, oorrddiinnaarriillyy aatt
44::0000 oorr 55::0000 iinn tthhee eeaarrllyy mmoorrnniinngg..  CCoonncchhiittaa hhaass 

oonneess tthhaatt aarree kknnoowwnn aabboouutt oonn ffoouurr ddaayyss ooff tthhee
wweeeekk ((TTuueessddaayy aanndd WWeeddnneessddaayy,, SSaattuurrddaayy aanndd
SSuunnddaayy)),, ffrreeqquueennttllyy aallssoo aatt tthhee ssaammee hhoouurr ooff
tthhee mmoorrnniinngg,, aanndd sshhee aallmmoosstt aallwwaayyss ggooeess oouutt-
ssiiddee oonn tthhee ssttrreeeett..  JJaacciinnttaa aallssoo hhaass aappppaarriittiioonnss
oonn mmaannyy ddaayyss..  BBuutt MMaarrii CCrruuzz hhaass nnoott hhaadd oonnee
ffoorr mmaannyy mmoonntthhss..»»

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The mystery of Garabandal was continuing its
march . . .  Almost monotonously, disturbing many,
inspiring some.  How would it end?

One of the protagonists was already out of the pic-
ture.  Another had long eclipses between apparitions.

But the affair, as a whole, was not diminishing,
but rather seemed to be getting stronger, even taking
on new force.

How would it conclude?
How long would it last?
What would its final outcome be!

For now, one important thing is known for certain:

There wwould bbe aa mmiraacle,
aan eexceptionaal mmiraacle.

Dawn wwas oon tthe hhorizon.
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